


October 2011

Dear Parishioners and Friends of the Church of the Transfiguration,
The summer has come and gone and here we are at the beginning of the Fall Season.  This year seems to be going too fast!  I had a good trip to Australia in early September for my sister’s 80th birthday and for a 50th high school reunion.  It was wonderful to celebrate with family and friends for the former and to meet up with school contemporaries (many of whom I had not seen for decades) for the latter.  The remarkable thing with the reunion is that the bonds of association and affection established long ago come alive and are very real.  The long flights to and from Australia do not get any shorter but at least the entertainment system has been revolutionized.  This enabled me to watch at least 5 films each way! That certainly helps pass the time.  
Well October is almost upon us and begins this Saturday the 1st with the St Francistide Blessing of Animals at noon in the Courtyard.  This is always a special local community occasion.  
Sunday October 2 is our 163rd Foundation Sunday.  At the 11am Solemn Mass with Procession we will be rededicating the north chancel aisle which has been beautifully restored in the past few months. The five windows there have all been restored and back lit and can be now seen in all their glory.  For over 80 years these windows have been partly obscured by the wall of the building behind the church.  As has happened before with restoration projects the full extent of the work needed to be done is only known when the walls are “opened up”.   This was certainly the case with this project.  We are most grateful to the bequest of the late Joan Touye which has funded this work.  In addition to this rededication we will also be dedicating the new audio system so generously donated by a parishioner who wishes to remain anonymous.  This system as well as enhancing the sound also provides state of the art recording facility and an audio assist system for those with hearing impairment. Any parishioner wishing to take advantage of this assistance please speak to me or to Tyrone.  
On Sunday October 9 we will be holding our first “Family Friendly” 11am mass for the season.  These masses which we introduced last year seem to have met a real need with both young and old.  In them we have tried to keep a blend of the traditional and the more contemporary style of worship.  
Since I last wrote Jeremy Sierra has finished as Office Manager and has been replaced by Bill Nave.  Bill brings much experience as a parish administrator having worked at St John’s in the Village and at Grace, Broadway over the years.  Also our new seminarian, Sara Bates, has joined Michael Drinkwater who has been with us for a year.  Both seminarians are at General Theological Seminary in Ninth Avenue.  At their recent commissioning I emphasized that all of us have a part to play in their ministerial formation. 
Over the summer Sundays we were blessed with the contribution of the volunteer Summer Choir who sang every Sunday.  We are so fortunate as a parish to have choral music all year round. My heartfelt thanks goes to all who have sung over the summer.  At the end of August Claudia Dumschat, our Music Director, once again took younger choir members to camp at Incarnation Camp in Ivoryton, CT.  This year for the first time she took the Girls’ Choir as well as the Boys’ Choir. I was able to visit for 24 hours and witnessed both what a feat of organization this is and what a tremendous opportunity the camp provides for our young musicians.  The Men and Boys’ Choir began their season on the last Sunday of September.
Other activities which have recently commenced include our excellent Adult Christian Education program on Sundays at 10am.  The current topic is the Patriarchal narratives in Genesis and Exodus which complements the Old Testament readings at mass.  The Bookstore has also reopened for the season and provides a wonderful resource for buying Bibles, prayerbooks and theological and general literature for all ages; parish memorabilia and cards; and a variety of gift items.  
Also the Tuesday lunchtime concert series at 12.30pm each Tuesday has started its Fall season and showcases much talent as well as providing a welcome respite from the busy working day.
Recently the parish received a bequest of $40.000 from the late Louise Butler “to be used for the homeless and needy”.  The vestry on the advice of the Social Action Committee has allocated these funds: $20.000 to Holy Apostles’ Soup Kitchen; $10.000 to the Emergency Aid and Relief Program of the Episcopal Actors’ Guild; and $10.000 to a parish Good Samaritan Fund for emergency relief.  
On the weekend of October 15 and 16 we will once again be participating in Open House New York by having the church open each day and providing tours, talks and performances.  Each year we welcome hundreds of visitors to the church.  Parishioners are encouraged to volunteer to provide welcome and information.  
This comes with my loving and prayer filled good wishes, 
                                                                                                                       Rector

